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Dear David,

Thank you for your follow up letter of 23 February regarding petition P-05-761: Demand
Funding from the Welsh Government to Support Autism Spectrum Connections Cymru.

The decision to establish the Integrated Autism Service was based on evidence gathered
through a scoping exercise undertaken as part of the delivery of the ASD Strategic Action
Plan, Interim Delivery Plan in 2015. The purpose was to establish options for future
integrated autism support services in Wales and involved consultation with a wide range of
stakeholders, advisory groups and professionals to gather data on existing good practice
and gaps in service provision. This included a desk top review of current research, relevant
NICE guidelines and visits to established autism services across the UK, including the One
Stop Shop model introduced in Scotland, to assess the strengths and weaknesses of
existing models of care and support. Learning was also taken from the Community and
Monitoring and Support project for autistic people which was supported by the Welsh
Government between 2010-2014.

The findings and recommendations of the scoping exercise resulted in the Welsh
Government’s commitment to introduce an Integrated Autism Service (IAS) across Wales.
The service is based on best practice advice contained in relevant NICE Guidelines' which
recommend that services for children, young people and adults should be provided by
specialist community based multi-disciplinary teams. Also as stakeholders frequently raised
concerns about inconsistencies in service provision, it was important to take a national
approach to service delivery. An independent evaluation of the delivery of the ASD Strategic
Action Plan has been commissioned, the interim report was published on 1 March, which |
attach. One of the key findings stated:

! Autism: The management and support of children and young people on the autism
spectrum (NICE Guideline CG 170) and Autism: recognition referral, diagnosis and

management of adults on the autism spectrum (NICE Guidelines CF142)
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Weaknesses and inconsistencies in both assessment and diagnostic services for adults with
autism and in support services for adults and children with autism provide a strong case for
national action to drive up standards and ensure good practice is adopted across Wales. All
stakeholders interviewed support this view.

The IAS is funded through the Integrated Care Fund (ICF) which promotes integration and
innovation. Funding is allocated to regional partnership boards, which comprise of health
boards, social services and third sector organisations. A competitive tendering process is
not required as ICF funding is allocated to health boards on behalf of the regional
partnership boards. The boards should collectively determine how ICF funding is utilised.
The IAS is intended to increase skills and capacity, not to replace existing services including
those already provided by third sector organisations. In each region it has been developed
by working in partnership with local stakeholders including the third sector, to minimise
duplication. We have also established a national IAS Leads group to ensure that the service
continues to develop and improve through collaborative working and best practice.

Yours sincerely,
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